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Take-aways from my career
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1)  Look for what you don’t know

2)  Don’t be afraid to change directions

3)  Be Persistent



Look for what you don’t know
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– question from another MIT undergraduate 
in my senior biology laboratory section...

“Neurospora crassa – is that a plant or an animal?” 



Don’t be afraid to change directions
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Realizing I didn’t know much about Earth 
organisms other than laboratory model 

systems, I took extra classes in taxonomy, 
and then did my graduate work on plants.



More than once, sometimes...
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Being interested in plant actin cytoskeleton, 
I took a postdoctoral position in a lab 

studying actin in animal muscles.
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Which led to a job at NASA...

where I developed a culture system to study worm muscles in space.
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And another change in direction...

to serve as 
NASA Planetary Protection Officer 007.



Be Persistent
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Hazard	

Risk	

But I’m now back to my original 
interest: how to get a planet like Earth.



Pick it up!

9

Questions?


